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is my slave, and was   sold   to   me by his   grandske.   The deed of  sale with   signature is  here/     To this   Sundarar naturally replied, 'Was it ever known that a   brahman was sold as a slave to another brahman?   Go, madman*.   The disguised god  replies:    'Whether   I   be  a  madman   or   a demon matters not.    Abuse me to thy heart's content; but the suit is not so settled, nor my claim   refuted/   It be observed that, Madman is the phrase continually applied to Givam as the wandering mendicant.   This occurs frequently in the Sacred songs of the   ascetics   (Cf.   note   I   to Tiruvachagain and 5).    A great dispute hereupon arose, in the course of which the  unknown   mendicant   exhibited   a document purporting to be a deed executed by Sundarar's grandfather making over himself with   his   entire            to
the Brahman as his absolute   slaves.    This   deed indignantly pronounces to be an absurcd forger\D  for   "no Brahman can ever be a slave' ; and tears up ths The   claimant   now   appeals   to   the   village   council, Sundarar is compelled   to   accompany   the   disguised   god thither to defend the suit.    After much   talk    the document is produced, and tke signature of the grandfather verified/ The bond ran thus 'I, Aruran,   a  Caivite   of  the original stock dwelling in Tiru-Navalur, make this with the "Madman/' who resides in Vennai-Nai.ur; and my posterity agree to give ourselves up to  him, and  outwardly,   as   his   hereditary bondsman.*               the
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